Additional Get Started Activities

Lesson 1
Water Play Center
Items Needed: Plastic tub of water
Various child-friendly objects that sink and float
Plastic tablecloth
Towel
Before class, place the plastic tablecloth on the table. Place the tub of water on the table and set the objects beside it. Explain that sinking is when something goes to the bottom of the water and floating is when it stays on top of the water. Let the children play with the different items to see if they sink or float. 
TALKING POINT: Today we are going to learn about a man named Jonah. God told Jonah to give some people an important message, but Jonah did not want to. We are going to learn what happened to Jonah when he tried to hide on a boat and ran away from God. 
Sidebar:
Take Note: After children have grasped the concept of sinking and floating, have them guess whether an object will sink or float before they place it in the water. 

Lesson 2
Play-Doh Center 
Items Needed: Play-Doh
As the children arrive for class, direct them to the table and allow them to make the letter F out of the Play-Doh. 
TALKING POINT: Last week, we learned Jonah told God he would go to Nineveh and tell the people to follow God’s way. God forgave Jonah for not obeying Him. We used our Play-Doh to make the letter F. The word forgive begins with the letter F. Today we will learn if the people of Nineveh listed to Jonah and if God forgave them.

Lesson 3
Reading Center
Items Needed: Books about the birth of Jesus
Cuddle Time Bible Storybook 
Provide throw pillows or beanbag chairs for the children to lounge on as they look at the books. The librarian at your local library can help suggest some good books on these topics. Consider asking a parent to come read to your children at the beginning of class. 
TALKING POINT: Today we are going to learn about an angel who gave a special message to Mary and Joseph. He told them about a special gift of love who would be born. His name would be Jesus. We can tell others Jesus Is a Gift of Love.

Lesson 4
Creative Play Center
Items Needed: Nativity set (preferably plastic or cloth)
Allow the children to play with the nativity set. Explain each piece to the children. 
TALKING POINT: Last week we began learning about the gift of love God gave us. The angel told Mary and Joseph about a special baby who would be born and would be named Jesus! Today we will learn about Jesus’ birth and how his birth was a lot different than yours probably was. 

Lesson 5
Small Motor Skills Center
Items Needed: TE 4-8
Cotton balls
Star stickers
Glue
Before class, copy TE 4-8 for each child. Distribute TE 4-8, cotton balls, glue, and a star sticker to each child. Let the children glue the cotton balls to the coloring frame and add the star sticker at the top of the page. 
TALKING POINT: Last week, we learned the gift of love, Jesus, was born in Bethlehem. Today we will learn about two different groups of people who went to see Jesus after His birth. The cotton balls remind us of sheep which remind us of the first group. The star in the sky reminds us of the second group. Listen carefully to learn who these two groups were.

Lesson 6
Reading Center
Items Needed: Children’s Bibles
Cuddle Time Bible Storybook 
Direct the children to the table to look through and “read” the Bibles.
TALKING POINT: We just read our Bibles. We are going to learn about two men named Paul and Barnabas who told others about God’s Word. They knew The Bible Is for Everyone.

Lesson 7
Creative Play Center
Items Needed: Multi-cultural puppets or dolls
Encourage the children to play with the puppets or dolls.
TALKING POINT: Last week, we began learning that God’s Word Is for Everyone. Paul and Barnabas traveled to different places telling everyone they met about God’s Word. Today we will learn another place they shared God’s Word. We can share God’s Word wherever we are too. 

Lesson 8
Building Center
Items Needed: Two hula hoops
Blocks
Lego® bricks
Spread the blocks in one hula hoop and the Lego® bricks in the other. Allow the children to choose which items to play with and build with.
TALKING POINT: Today’s lesson is about a time when Jesus had to make a choice. We make choices every day. Some are easy and some are hard. God always wants us to make good choices, so He gave us His Word to help us. Listen to the lesson to learn how Jesus used God’s Word to help Him make the right choice.

Lesson 9
Play-Doh Center
Items Needed: Play-Doh
Alphabet cookie cutters
Let the children use the cookie cutters to cut out letters from the Play-Doh. Remind them the letters make up words and the Bible is filled with words that help us make good choices. 
TALKING POINT: Last week, we learned about a time when the devil tried to get Jesus to sin. Jesus used God’s words to say no to the devil. Do you think the devil gave up after one time? Encourage response. No, he did not. Today we are going to learn how the devil tried to get Jesus to sin a different way. The letters we made from the Play-Doh can remind us of the words in the Bible that help us make good choices.

Lesson 10
Puzzle Center
Items Needed: Age-appropriate alphabet puzzles
Direct the children to the table to play with puzzles when they arrive. Remind them the letters make up words and the Bible is filled with words that help us make good choices. 
TALKING POINT: Today we are going to learn about how God’s Word helps us fight temptation. The alphabet puzzles you just played with can remind you of the words in the Bible that help you make good choices.

Lesson 11
Play-Doh Center
Items Needed: Play-Doh
Index cards
Marker
Before class, write the word BIBLE and TRUE in capital letters on the index cards. Let the children roll out the Play-Doh to copy the letters in the words Bible and True. 
TALKING POINT: We just make the words Bible and True with the Play-Doh. The Bible is God’s Word and everything in the Bible is true. We can trust the things we learn from it. God’s Word Is True. 

Lesson 12
Visual Perception Center
Items Needed: Variety of Bibles
Before class, gather a variety of Bibles that look different from each other. Let the children look through them. Talk about the differences in the look of the outside but make sure the children understand they are all God’s Word. 
TALKING POINT: We just looked at different Bibles. Even though the outside of the Bibles looked different from each other, they all are God’s Word on the inside. The Bible is God’s letter to us. Today we are going to learn more about God’s Word and the truth found in it. 

Lesson 13
Large Motor Skills Center
Items Needed: Construction paper
Spread the construction paper in a pattern on the floor with about a foot distance between each piece. Let the children step from piece to piece while saying the Heartprint or the application verse. Challenge the children to only step on the construction paper and not the floor while saying the words.
TALKING POINT: That was a fun game and way to remind ourselves the things we learn from the Bible are true. We can learn from the Bible and know everything in it is true. Who is someone you can share what you’ve learned from God’s Word? Encourage response. 

