Round 2

1. Place items that children can play with independently (such as lacing activities, matching pictures from previous quarters, coloring sheets, etc.) in clear tubs. When you have a few extra minutes and need a quick activity, it will be easily accessible. Periodically rotate the materials so the children’s interest level will remain high.
2. Don't give up on a craft just because you don’t have exactly what is needed. Improvise and encourage the children to use their imagination. Cut black circles for eyes. Don’t have the right colored paint? Change the craft to use crayons or markers instead. 
3. Especially during the winter months, when illnesses are prevalent, be sure to disinfect toys after each class. Wipe small pieces with anti-bacterial wipes and use antibacterial spray for larger items. Consider asking parents for classroom gifts of tissue and hand sanitizer. 
4. Many children will be traveling over the holidays. Take note of any children who are absent more than two weeks in a row and follow up with the parents. Utilize the Kids’ Cards. This is a great way for families to know what was taught in your class. Write a note to the child to let him or her know he or she was missed in class. 
5. Check after-Christmas sales or January inventory reduction sales for fun additions to your class. Look for puzzles, books, toy kitchen items, play tools and other items that can be used in various centers. 

